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required a sharp reminder that war is a serious busi-
ness ; the pursuit of experts, not of amateurs. But
later a truer conception was formed. Knowledge is
knowledge wherever it may have been acquired, and
a nation engaged in a struggle for life and death has
need of all her sons and daughters.
English women in Egypt, although temporarily
discouraged, took to heart the admonition. The
upshot of their discussion was the formation of a body
of voluntary workers. Among the volunteers were
women of all ages and all stations in life. Although
each was inspired with the spirit of self-sacrifice, few
of their number were yet qualified to help in hospitals.
First Aid treatment to the wounded then was almost
as mysterious a subject to the women as warfare was to
the men. But there was still time to remedy the
defect. Instructional classes were formed in Cairo
and elsewhere to teach the art of bandaging and the
elements of First Aid ; and within a few weeks there
were plenty of women in Egypt who had become
fairly proficient in the work. At the same moment
the leaders were seeking to gain recognition of their
existence from the Red Cross Society at home.
Unhappily that society had not yet envisaged an.
extension of its activities beyond France : much less
had it foreseen that presently the Army medical
authorities would be calling for thousands of women
to help the professional nursing staff. London,
therefore, merely counselled the applicants to form in
Egypt their own Red Cross and affiliate to the body
all voluntary organizations. But the task was beyond
the capacity of the women, and their husbands and
brothers would not help. The reluctance of the men
was intelligible. Concentration, not dissipation of
energy and money? they declared was the pressing
need of the hour, and they were averse to frittering
away either in Egypt. Repulsed in this quarter, the
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